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Kia ora koutou 

What a fantastic start to the year we have had. Starting with a pōwhiri to welcome all of the new 
students, staff and their whānau to Taita College. It was great to have the opportunity to meet new 
students and their whānau and we look forward to hosting more events where we, as a school 
community, engage with our wider community. This week's focus for our year 9 students has been 
Whanaungatanga, building connections with each other and the wider school community. 

 
 
 
Our school mara 
I would like to say a big thank you to the group of students, TJ, Cassie, Toka 
and Ari who have worked tirelessly in the mara over the holidays. It looks 
amazing! 
 
 
 
 

New staff 
We welcome to our teaching staff a number of new and returning staff members: 

●​ Lydean Herman - Yr10 Pastoral Support, Gateway & staff relief 
●​ Oliver Greening - Science  
●​ Margaret Ta'ala - Literacy and Languages  
●​ Petar Grgec - HOD of English 
●​ Hana Wan Yunus - Learning Support  
●​ Caro Willis - Health  
●​ Steve Smith - PE  
●​ Raewyn Beyer - Teacher Aide 
●​ Lila Time - Teacher Aide 
●​ Alex-Zander Harris-Hart - Teacher Aide 

 
Congratulations 

 
 
A big congratulations to Lei Sipia. Lei  has been selected to 
play professional Rugby League for the  Brisbane Norths 
Devils U19 women’s team. Lei is enjoying being in a league 
environment 24/7 but will be back with Taita College in Term 
2. We wish Lei all the very best and will keep an eye out for 
her upcoming games which will be live streamed through 
QPlusTV (online). 
 
 
 
 

"Pride through Success ⬥ Honour through Service"​  
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Bell Times 
A reminder that school starts at 8:50am. This year all students have 5 periods of learning each day. ​
There are NO timetabled studies, home studies or IEP’s. In the senior school this means that students 
have every subject everyday.  
 
Uniform 
Taita College is a uniform school. Please ensure that students are wearing their uniform correctly and 
that all uniform items are named. This makes it easier for us to return to students. Uniform items are 
stocked by NZ Uniforms who are now located on Jackson Street in Petone.  
 
Cell Phone Policy 
As I am sure we are all aware, last year the Government mandated that Cell Phones are not to be used 
at school. We have attached the Taita College Cell Phone policy to this pānui. This also details the steps 
that are taken if a student is caught with their phone out at school.  
 
School Policies 
Please find below the following school policies that are up for review this term. To place a review on 
these policies please go to schooldocs.co.nz and enter the username: taita and password: taitacollege 

●​ Health, Safety, and Welfare Policy (board review only) 
●​ Safety Management System (board review only) 
●​ Risk Management (board review only) 
●​ Healthcare (board review only) 
●​ Worker Engagement, Participation, and Representation 
●​ Recording and Reporting Accidents, Injuries, and Illness 

School Lunches 
Taita College has started receiving the new Government in Schools lunches. We understand that there 
has been some unfavourable media coverage about these but so far our students have enjoyed these. 
Please have a chat with your child/ren, to see if they are eating the lunches, and if not, please provide 
them with some kai as we do not want them going hungry. Our lunches are distributed during the first 
break, with the remainder available during the second break. With the warmer weather finally here 
please make sure that your child also brings a water bottle to school.  
 
Building Update 
As many of you will have observed, work has started on the redevelopment of the school. We are on 
track to have 6 new classrooms onsite before the April holidays. These will be located on the top field by 
the BRC. Over the April break there will be demolition occurring. If you are onsite please be aware that 
these areas will be out of bounds. 
The courts are due to be resurfaced over the next week - Exciting!! 
 
 
Regards 
Taita College 
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                TAITA COLLEGE  
                     MOBILE PHONE  

                    PROCEDURES  
                                                           

 
 Rationale:  

Taita College is committed to ensuring students have access to learning environments free of 
distraction and disruption. Student access to mobile phones in classrooms / teaching  areas while 
learning is taking place have, for some time, been recognised as contributing to disrupted learning 
experiences.  

Research indicates some key challenges with mobile phones at school such as being a major 
distraction for our students. These rules are designed to ensure that the learning of all students is 
maximised, while reducing any potential for distraction and cyber-bullying. This coincides with the 
new government’s “Phones Away for the Day” policy released in January 2024, which provides 
clear guidelines around mobile phone use in schools.  

Our approach to ‘phones away for the day’ involves students leaving their phones in their bags, 
switched off, while students are onsite. This includes students from other schools who are visiting 
onsite. It is important to note that if students do make the decision to bring a mobile phone to the 
school grounds, they do so at their own risk. Taita College will not be responsible for any loss or 
damage caused to any mobile phone.  

We understand that some parents like their children to have a phone to communicate with them 
during the day. Students will be able to catch up with this communication once they leave the 
school grounds. If a parent / caregiver needs to make contact with their child for an emergency, or 
for other practical reasons, they can communicate directly with our school office at 04 567 8728. 
Taita College allows students to contact parents/caregivers with the landline provided in the 
administration area. 

Mobile phones ‘away for the day’ expectation procedures from 2024:  

1. Students are NOT permitted to access their mobile phones while onsite at Taita College before 
school, during class time, during class transitions, and during break times.  

2. Students are NOT permitted access to mobile phones in classrooms / teaching spaces, during 
lessons (including Tutor time), unless directed by a teacher.  

3. During both lessons and break times, mobile phones will remain in student bags and be 
switched off.  

4. Taita College staff will NOT remind students to put their mobile phones in their bags. The 
school’s expectation is that all mobile phones will be ‘away’ in bags during school hours.  

5. Students are NOT permitted to wear electronic Airpods, earbuds, or similar sound/listening 
accessories during school hours. Exemptions for medical reasons will be approved by application 
to the Principal.  

6. If a student fails to put their mobile phone in their bag, they will be asked to hand their phone to 
the front office. The front office will keep the phone for the day, in a locked cabinet, and the student 
can collect the phone at the end of the school day. If this occurs for a 3rd time parents/whanau will 
be required to uplift the phone.  

7. If a student refuses to hand their phone to their teacher, then the Year Level Dean, Senior 
Management or the Principal will be called to class to retrieve the phone. The phone will not be 
returned to the student, and a parent/caregiver will be required to come to school to retrieve the 

 



 

phone from the Principal.  

8. Continual refusal to follow the mobile phone procedures may result in disciplinary action. 

9. Caregivers can make contact with the school office if they require messages to be given to 
students during school hours.  

 

Exemptions:  

In matters related to a student's immediate health and safety concerns, a parent or caregiver can 
apply at any time to the Principal for a period of exemption (e.g., medical conditions or protection 
issues).  

Individual learning plans for identified students may require the use of a mobile phone (e.g  
international student translation). These learning plans will be developed where specific needs are 
identified.  

For any other (and longer term) health and safety related matters, a specific mobile phone access 
provision may be prepared as part of an individual student’s wellbeing plan. 

 
Education outside the classroom (EOTC)  

Students may be required to bring certain digital devices on EOTC activities but should check  
whether their device is allowed before the activity commences. Usage will be at the discretion  of 
teachers and other adult supervisors. Please note with all exemptions and exceptions  
appropriate usage guidelines and other relevant school rules still apply.  

We believe that fewer disruptions to learning will be experienced by teachers and students in light 
of the following changes to mobile phone procedures. Education (School Boards) Amendment 
Regulations 2023  
https://www.legislation.govt.nz/regulation/public/2023/0294/latest/LMS927308.html  

MOE Guidelines  
Phones Away for the Day - Ministry of Education 
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