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Kia ora koutou

It was a very exciting 3.30am start to last Thursday morning as
we watched our new buildings finally be delivered on site. These
6 new classrooms are placed up on the top field and look
fantastic! Our building crew are working so hard to have these
ready for early term 2.

The demolition of the AV room as well as B Block will be
occurring over the term break. Please take time to read the letter
attached re the asbestos removal.

Term 2 will also see the start of the Hall & Canteen upgrade.
These facilities will be out of use for 2 terms as the roof, windows,
cladding and internal upgrades are completed.

Titiro Whakarunga Ki Nga Puke

Our learning support class went to Fraser park this week to play T-Ball against other school’s.
Unfortunately the event was cancelled at the last minute but a decision was made with the 4 other
schools there to play some friendly games. All of the students had fun learning how to bat and run in the
field and also how to gently put the bat down instead of throwing it. They all did so well with listening to

instructions, they waited patiently for their turn and worked well in a team!

We had Taita College alumni and professional guitarist, Nick Granville, visit our

music department this week. Students learned about his journey from high

school through to becoming an internationally renowned guitarist. Nick kindly
shared with us his immense experience and knowledge as one of the country’s

most respected musicians. It was a fantastic experience for our akonga.
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One of our Head Students, Maraea Nepia,
decided that it would be fantastic if the students
could compete against staff in a game of ki o
rahi. Our staff accepted this challenge, learnt
how to play and had one practice session with
the game held at lunchtime yesterday
(Wednesday). Both teams played well with the
students securing the win, this time!

We are sure that this is just the first of many
challenges to be presented to staff, from the
students.

Farewell

We are farewelling Remy Goodyer (Year 12 dean) and Petrina Foaese (Challenge 2000 Youth Worker).
Remy is embarking on her OE and Petrina is relocating to Australia.

We would like to thank both of these amazing women for all their work with our students. We are hoping
that like a good boomerang they will return!

Attendance

As you are all aware, student attendance is a priority for the Ministry of Education. Taita College has
developed Attendance Strategies which | have attached to this panui. This is very much a collective
approach with a focus on working together to ensure our tamariki are here in school everyday.

We have a fabulous manaaki team who are here to support whanau.

Congratulations

Congratulations to Karly-Belle Mitchell-Pita who has been selected to play basketball for the Polynesian
Basketball U18 team. Karly-Belle is travelling to America to compete in two tournaments. We wish
Karly-Belle all the best!

Our Girls Division 2 Touch team won their final against Samuel Marsden 7-2, held at Fraser Park,
Avalon.

Our Volleyball girls won Gold in Division 7 at the New Zealand Secondary Schools’ Nationals, held in
Palmerston North. A huge thanks to the coaches and helpers that went on this trip.

Parking
Due to the redevelopment, parking is going to be at a premium. Please do not park in the school as

these areas need to be kept clear for trucks and heavy machinery to enter the building site. There is
often parking available roadside by the courts.

Bell Times

A reminder that school starts at 8:50am. This year all students have 5 periods of learning each day.
There are NO timetabled studies, home studies or IEP’s. In the senior school this means that students
have every subject everyday.

School Policies
Please find below the following school policies that are up for review this term. To place a review on
these policies please go to schooldocs.co.nz and enter the username: taita and password: taitacollege

e Health, Safety, and Welfare Policy (board review only)
e Safety Management System (board review only)
e Risk Management (board review only)
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e Healthcare (board review only)
e Worker Engagement, Participation, and Representation
e Recording and Reporting Accidents, Injuries, and lliness

Health Update
As you may be aware there has been a large increase of cases of cryptosporidium in our community.
Attached to this panui is a letter from Te Whatu Ora to give you more information on crypto.

Reminders
e Taita College has free sanitary products for our students. These are available to collect from the

main office, at any time during the day.

e Blazers are a compulsory uniform item. Please make sure that your child brings their blazer to
school everyday in Terms 2 and 3. Blazers can be purchased from NZ Uniforms, located in
Petone.

e Students are not allowed to leave the school grounds at all during the day. We have had quite a
few students leaving the school to get takeaway food. This creates a safety issue. Shops have
been informed to not sell items to students, during school hours.

Upcoming Dates
11 April - Last day of Term 1 - early finish at 1.30pm

28 April - First day of Term 2

We wish you all a happy Easter Break and look forward to seeing our students in Term 2.

Regards
Taita College
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Staff of Early Childhood Centres, Primary and Intermediate
Schools

Health New Zealand | Te Whatu Ora, National Public Health Service
Greater Wellington region

4 April 2025

Subject: Update on Cryptosporidium (Crypto) in our communities

This is an update from Health New Zealand’s National Public Health Service — Wellington region,
to staff of schools and ECEs on the increase in numbers of Cryptosporidium (Crypto) in our
communities. An initial health notice was sent on 18 March 2025.

We continue to receive reports of crypto cases from across Wellington, Porirua, Kapiti, Hutt
Valley, and Wairarapa, with most of the cases from the Hutt Valley area. It is likely that there are
more cases in the community because not everyone reports being unwell with crypto.

Although a number of cases had direct contact with swimming pool water as a likely source of
their infection, we are now seeing infection spread amongst household members, whanau, and
some early childhood learning centres.

Crypto can spread in early childhood centres or schools (especially among younger
children/tamariki). Please continue to reinforce good hygiene messages and iliness exclusion
policies (return 48 hours after gastro symptoms have stopped). People can remain infectious for
up to two weeks following recovery from an illness caused by the crypto bug, so good hygiene
and cleaning practices are key to reducing the spread of iliness in your education settings.

During an outbreak of crypto there are some additional recommendations to help stop further
spread:

¢ Alcohol-based hand sanitiser does not kill the crypto bug or stop the spread of the crypto
bug when it forms into a very small and resistant cyst. Washing hands with soap and
water is effective.

e Increase vigilance and monitor hand washing of tamariki who have returned after a
gastro iliness — excretion of crypto bugs can occur up to two weeks after symptoms
stop.

e Cryptois hard to kill with disinfectant alone, even bleach. Clean all surfaces and toys with
hot soapy water before sanitising with diluted bleach. Hot soapy water is more effective
at removing the bug.

e If your education setting has access to swimming pools or splash pads, please reinforce
messaging that people who have been unwell must not swim for two weeks after
diarrhoea has stopped — crypto can still spread for two weeks after the iliness has gone
away.

¢ When taking well tamariki to a swimming pool, take them to the toilet before they swim
and wash their hands afterwards. Where possible, get tamariki to shower before they put
on their togs. Use soap and warm water, especially in the area around the bottom. If they
use nappies, they should wear approved swimming nappies.

If practicable at your education setting, we would encourage implementing these additional
actions when you note any gastro iliness, regardless of a diagnosis of crypto.
Useful links for more information

Factsheets on cryptosporidium and information regarding precautions prior to entering swimming
pools are available at:

e Crypto Factsheet
e Health New Zealand Recreational Water Safety

Te Kawanatanga o Aotearoa
New Zealand Government


http://www.rph.org.nz/public-health-topics/illness-and-disease/cryptosporidium/cryptosporidium-factsheet.pdf
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Finfo.health.nz%2Fkeeping-healthy%2Factivity-diet%2Fwater-activities&data=05%7C02%7Cjill.mckenzie2%40TeWhatuOra.govt.nz%7Cdad6fa2c9b0f4232b46d08dd6cd68e05%7Cbed4da513cdb4d0dbaf8fb80d53268e3%7C0%7C0%7C638786390934181157%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=w4uFMMLgkEg2kkg1RAJ8fbVfF5YW3RlZ8eMs50ZxPWA%3D&reserved=0

IF ATTENDANCE IS
90% OR ABOVE

Parents/Guardians will:

¢ Ensure student attends every
day they are able to

¢ Have open communication
with school by notifying the
school of student’s absence

Schools will:

e Have clear communication to
parents on attendance
expectations

e Communicate to parents what
steps that the school will take,
in regards to absences

¢ Monitor attendance

¢ Tutor Teachers will follow up
each absence

e Support students in getting to
school

¢ Provide students with regular
updates of their attendance

¢ Report regularly to parents on
attendance of their child

Taita College
Attendance Strategies

IF ATTENDANCE IS
BETWEEN 80- 90%

N

IF ATTENDANCE IS
BETWEEN 70 - 80%

Parents/Guardians will:

¢ Return student to regular
attendance

¢ Attend a meeting at school to
discuss reasons for absence
and to collaborate on a
support plan

¢ Implement strategies at home

Schools will:

¢ Send escalated formal
notification to parents

¢ Hold a meeting to discuss
reasons for absences and to
collaborate, review and tailor
the Attendance Plan

¢ Awhi Attendance referral to
assist whanau and student to
attend school

¢ Use in-school resources to
assist in removing barriers
regarding attendance

IF ATTENDANCE IS
BELOW 70%

Parents/Guardians will:

» Return student to regular
attendance

» Engage in improvement plan

» Participate in regular meetings

» Send notice to whanau and
make contact to arrange
meeting

» Continue with Awhi
Attendance working with
WHERE

» Implement and monitor
Attendance Improvement Plan

» Assistant Principal will action
referrals to outside agencies
for support

» Request Ministry of Education
support

» Unenrol students who will not
be returning to school




Notice of Asbestos Removal Work

To Whom It May Concern,

Niche Commercial & Enviro solutions limited, a licensed Asbestos Removalist (WorkSafe Class A
Licence: number RA16100154 & RB16102236) will be undertaking removal work of some Asbestos
Containing Materials (ACMs) from the several blocks at Taita College.

This removal work will be conducted between 14/04/25 and 28/04/25.
WorkSafe NZ was notified on 28/02/25 that this licensed asbestos removal work is to be undertaken.

Taita College management and board of trustees have been consulted about the nature and timing of
this work, together with the safety measures to be used.

The following safety measures will be put in place and maintained for the duration of this project:

Signs, barriers and/or temporary fencing will be installed.

PVA solution or water will be applied to asbestos containing materials to prevent airborne
asbestos fibres dust (as required).

Asbestos containing materials will not be broken, where possible.

Plastic will be used to cover horizontal surfaces and surrounds.

Asbestos containing material will be wrapped on site and disposed of at an approved tip site

Air monitoring at the work site boundary will be place for the duration of the work. If asbestos
fibres above the allowable safe limit are detected, work will cease immediately, and corrective
measures applied

® An independent party will carry out an inspection of the site on completion of the work and

issue a clearance certificate.

The Ministry of Education website has further information about the management of asbestos and
procedures to ensure the safety of all involved in or affected by the work, at the school and community.
This can be found on:

https://www.education.govt.nz/education-professionals/schools-year-0-13/property/managing-asbesto
s-schools

Additional information about asbestos removal and/or Asbestos Removal Licences can be found on
WorkSafe NZ’s website http://www.business.govt.nz/worksafe or by phoning 0800 030 040 (24 hours).

If you have any questions or concerns about this removal work, please feel to contact either the Enviro
solutions on 027 7774 004 or Brent from Niche on 021 285 0099

Linda Pye
School Principal
P: (04) 567 8728
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