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Kia ora koutou

Welcome to Term 2 and a very special welcome to our new students and their families. We hope that you
all enjoy your time here at Taita College.

During the break our students represented Taita College at the ANZAC celebrations in Stokes Valley,
Taita and Lower Hutt. Each group laid a wreath from Taita College. Keeyana and Tia read In Flanders
Field in English and Maraea read it in Te Reo Maori.

We are so proud of our students willing to give up their own time to represent Taita
College.

Taita College has been a very
busy place over the term break.
The demolition of B Block
occurred and the AV room
demolition started on 2nd May.
Classes were held in the new
classrooms on Friday 2nd May.
These new classrooms look
fantastic!

With the wet weather upon us it is important that students wear appropriate jackets to school. We do
have a limited supply of jackets that we can distribute to students that have not yet received one. Please
ask your child to come to the main office if they have yet to receive a free school

jacket.

We welcome back Karly-Belle Mitchell Pita and Lei Sipaia. Both Karly-Belle and Lei
have been overseas competing in basketball and rugby league.

Karly-Belle has spent time in Las Vegas with the Polynesian Basketball U18 team
competing in two tournaments. Karly-Belle has been offered scholarships to both a
high school and college in America, for late 2026. Congratulations Karly-Belle!
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Lei has been in Brisbane playing rugby league for the Brisbane North Devils U19
Women’s team for the past 3 months. Lei has said “My time in Australia has been
nothing more than a blessing. | was blessed to have had this great opportunity to
live, train and play as a professional athlete. | have learnt so much on and off the
field, the team and coaching staff were amazing. Being in the footy environment 24/7
has really helped me grow as a person and as an athlete. We played a lot of tough
games and | made new friends and learned from others. I'm grateful and blessed to
have gone through this and look forward to my footy journey ahead.”

Such fantastic opportunities for these two young ladies and we are sure that they will
both go far in their chosen sports.

Closure of Te Whakaruruhau Marae

On Friday, 9th May at 5.30pm we will be having the formal closure of our school marae, Te
Whakaruruhau.

If you would like to attend this ceremony please RSVP by emailing: secretary@taita.school.nz

New Parent Portal

We are pleased to share a new parent and whanau webspace with you, an initiative that aims to
strengthen relationships between schools, kura, parents and whanau, supporting the growth and
success of our tamariki.

The Parent Portal is designed to make it easier for parents and whanau to work in partnership with you.

The attached Information Sheet for schools and kura provides details of what's on the Parent Portal and
how it benefits you. Also attached is a Parent and whanau explainer that details how to navigate the
webspace.

As the national curriculum continues to be refreshed over the next few years, we’ll keep adding a wide
range of activities designed to cater to different year levels and learning needs. Our goal is this section of
the education website becomes a tool for every family, regardless of their child’s learning journey or
language needs.

We strongly encourage you to take a look at the new Parent Portal as a staff and to share it with your
communities through your regular communications.

Europe Trip Fundraising

We are holding a movie night fundraiser to help the students travelling to Europe in
2026.

The movie night will be held on Wednesday 4th June, 6pm at Monterey Cinema in
Upper Hutt.

We will be watching - Lilo & Stitch. Tickets are $20 each and are available from the
front office at Taita College.

The winner of the firewood raffle is number 136. The winner has been notified.
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Exams
We are preparing to run the NCEA Literacy and Numeracy exams at Taita College and would like to

explain what’s happening, why it matters, and what it means for your child.

The exams will run from Monday 19 May to Thursday 22 May (week 4, term 2). These exams are part of
a national requirement for all students working towards an NCEA qualification. Students who are sitting
these exams will receive an email telling them exactly where and when to go.

Exam times and dates

Monday 19 May Period 3 and 4: Reading Exam
Tuesday 20 May Period 1 and 2: Numeracy Exam
Tuesday 20 May Period 3 and 4: Numeracy Exam
Wednesday 21 May Period 3 and 4: Writing Exam
Thursday 22 May: Catch ups for absent students

The NCEA co-requisite exams check that students have the essential reading, writing, and numeracy
skills needed for future learning, work, and life. All students will need to pass these three areas at least
once during their NCEA journey to achieve any Level 1, 2, or 3 qualification.

If year 11-13 learners have not already gained any part of their Literacy or Numeracy qualification yet,
they have been entered for the appropriate exam.

We’'ve also identified a group of learners in year 10 who will sit the exams in May based on their PAT
results and how they have been doing in classes. These learners are ready for the challenge and have a
good chance of passing.

Below is a link to more information on NCEA Literacy and Numeracy, including how you can help your
child, and how they can practice using previous exams.

NCEA Literacy and Numeracy Information

School Policies

Please find below the following school policies that are up for review this term. To place a review on
these policies please go to www.schooldocs.co.nz and enter the username: taita and password:
taitacollege

Planning and Preparing for Emergencies, Disasters, and Crises (board review only)
Communication During an Emergency, Disaster, or Crisis (board review only)
Emergency Closure (board review only)

Emergency Management

Disaster Management

Crisis Management

Board of Trustees

This year is the election year for the Taita College School Board of Trustees. Elections are held every 3
years and we will call for nominations in September. If you are interested in being a Board Member
please email retary@taita.school.nz for more information.

Parking
Due to the redevelopment, parking is going to be at a premium. Please do not park in the school as

these areas need to be kept clear for trucks and heavy machinery to enter the building site. There is
often parking available roadside by the courts.
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Bell Times

A reminder that school starts at 8:50am. This year all students have 5 periods of learning each day.
There are NO timetabled studies, home studies or IEP’s. In the senior school this means that students
have every subject everyday.

Reminders

e Taita College has free sanitary products for our students. These are available to collect from the
main office, at any time during the day.

e Blazers are a compulsory uniform item. Please make sure that your child brings their blazer to
school everyday in Terms 2 and 3. Blazers can be purchased from NZ Uniforms, located in
Petone.

e Students are not allowed to leave the school grounds at all during the day. We have had quite a
few students leaving the school to get takeaway food. This creates a safety issue. Shops have
been informed to not sell items to students, during school hours.

Upcoming Dates
8th May - Board of Trustees Meeting at 5.30pm

9th May - Closure of Te Whakaruruhau Marae

15th May - NCEA Information Evening from 6pm - 7pm
30th May -  Teacher Only Day

2nd June - KING’S BIRTHDAY (School closed)

6th June - Lilo & Stitch Movie Fundraiser at 6pm

13th June -  Fluro Friday Mufti Day

19th June -  Board of Trustees Meeting at 5.30pm

20th June -  MATARIKI (School Closed)

27th June -  Last Day of term 2

Regards
Taita College
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Understand your child’s
learning

Information and
resources for parents,
caregivers and whanau

A new webspace on education.govt.nz

houses practical videos, activities

and resources for supporting learning

that are easy to understand, empowering you to take an active role in your child’s education.

An introductory video that walks you through the content is available here.

With the launch of the ‘parent-friendly’ versions of both our national curricula, you will know
exactly what your child is learning, why it’'s important, and when they’ll be learning it, so that
you can actively support and complement your child’s learning at home and have meaningful
conversations with your child’s teacher or kaiako.

4 N

To navigate the website, you can
choose which curriculum you want to
learn more about and then go to your
child’s year level.
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There are practice activities for each
year level that you can do with your child,
and ‘tips and tricks’ to support learning
at home. Phonics cards come with parent
guidance with audio files to model the
correct sounds.

-

There is also a guide on how to prepare
for the first day of school, and tips for
parent-teacher interviews.

-

N

The webspace also houses important
information about how children will be
assessed in the early years of schooling
through the new Phonics Checks

and Hihira Weteoro. It describes how
parents and whanau can access
additional support that their child

or tamaiti might need.

As the national curriculum continues to be updated and implemented in all
schools and kura over the next few years, more resources and supports will
become available for parents, caregivers and whanau. We encourage you
to visit the new webspace and check out the current resources, guides
and videos available. If you have any feedback or suggestions, please
email us at tepoutahu.engagement@education.govt.nz

www.education.govt.nz


mailto:tepoutahu.engagement%40education.govt.nz?subject=

