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Kia ora koutou

We now have 10 of our new class rooms onsite and in use. We have received such positive feedback
from our teachers and students regarding these spaces. The latest additions will be delivered on 12th
August. Students will be working from home on this day so that we ensure their safety. Due to the
ongoing re-development of Taita College parking is extremely minimal. Please ensure that you are not
parking inside the school grounds.

We would like to welcome Kauri from Challenge2000, Pip, Lorenz and Alistair from 24-7 who have joined
our Manaaki Team. It is wonderful to have fantastic youthworkers onsite for our akonga.

On 16th July we had Year 8 students from our feeder schools visit us for the morning. It was wonderful to
see these students engaging in the activities offered and also a great opportunity for these students to
get to know us and for us to know them. Our outstanding Student Leaders, Student Exec, Poly Group
and the selected Year 9 students showed manaakitanga and whanaungatanga towards all of our visitors,
on the day. Our students are our best advertisement and we are so proud of them.

We currently have a group of 14 students in the Gold Coast for the annual Tourism trip. The photos we
have received look like they are having loads of fun, with sunny weather.

The use of cellphones and headphones, during school time, is on the rise again. Please remind your
child that if caught with these, they will be confiscated for the day. If students are caught 3 times, with
these devices, then it is an expectation that parents/caregivers collect these items from the school.

Social Media

This term we have had a number of concerning social media interactions come to our attention as well
as the police These have happened on various social media apps. As | am sure you are aware,
unmonitored screen time can lead to potential risk. Please be vigilant with this as young people are
extremely vulnerable.

We will be running a Parent Cyber Safety evening later this term. This has been put together by Rob
Pope. Every parent that attends will receive the following:

12 month subscription to:

e Parenting in an Online World 101 - A comprehensive online cyber safety parenting
course—FREE for 12 months for every parent who attends the presentation (usually $99 per
family).

We will be in touch by email once the date has been confirmed.

Bell Times and Amended Timetable

A reminder that school starts at 8:50am. This year all students have 5 periods of learning each day.
There are NO timetabled studies, home studies or IEP’s. In the senior school this means that students
have every subject everyday.

"Pride through Success - Honour through Service"
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Writing Club
Every Thursday during second break there will be a writing club, held in E2. Teachers and students will
be there to offer support to those that need it.

Chess Club — Players Wanted!
Taita College Chess Club runs after school on a Thursday in the
Knowledge Hub.

We would love to have any chess playing whanau come and join in
some games with our akonga. The club runs between 3.30 — 4.30 pm
on Thursdays during term time.

Please contact Linda in the Knowledge Hub if you would be available to
come in at any stage.

Board of Trustees

This year is the election year for the Taita College School Board of Trustees. Nominations closed for
parent representatives on 30 July. Voting papers will be sent to all eligible parents/caregivers by 6th
August. Please check your mail.

School Policies
Please find below the following school policies that are up for review this term. To place a review on

these policies please go to www.schooldocs.co.nz and enter the username: taita and password:
taitacollege

e Child Protection Board Review

e Abuse Recognition and Reporting Board Review

e Safety Checking Board Review

e Food and Nutrition

e Police Vetting

e Missing Student Procedure

Reminders
e Blazers are a compulsory uniform item. Please make sure that your child brings their blazer to
school everyday in Term 3. Blazers can be purchased from NZ Uniforms, located in Petone.
e Students are not allowed to leave the school grounds at all during the day. We have had quite a
few students leaving the school to get takeaway food. This creates a safety issue. Shops have
been informed to not sell items to students, during school hours.

Upcoming Dates

Monday 4th August Maori / Pacific parents hui 6.00pm - 7.00pm
Wednesday 6th August Mufti Day - Pack the Van Food Drive (can donation)
Tuesday 12th August Students working from home - Building’s delivered
Regards

Taita College
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