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Kia ora koutou

It was an exciting very early morning on 12th August as we had the last of our new buildings delivered.
The building crew are working tirelessly to have these buildings up and running as fast as they can. We
are thankful for how respectful our students have been while all of the building work has been going on
and they are absolutely loving their new working environments.

As you are aware, our hall is undergoing renovations and won’t be available for use until early next year.
Once again this means that the Senior Prizegiving will be impacted.

Due to feedback from whanau we have decided to have the prizegiving at Walter Nash. This will be held
Thursday the 23rd October. Unfortunately, we have been unable to secure an evening booking so will be
running the event starting at 11am, hence the early notice, so that parents and whanau are able to
request leave, if needed.

On Thursday, 14th August, the Year 13 leaders had the unique opportunity to meet with the Prime
Minister Christopher Luxon and MP for Hutt South Chris Bishop to learn about developing leadership
skills. Mr Luxon told them he believes their upcoming

generation will have the ability to become better leaders

and improve the current systems to create a better world.

One of his inspirational tips was to be present in the

moment and give it their full attention without getting

distracted by what they did before or will do next. He also

challenged them to pursue success to become the person

you want to be and improve the lives of others as this will

be far more satisfying than for the sake of money or

ambition.

NCEA Changes

Please find attached to this Panui a guide for parents regarding the proposed NCEA changes.

Parent/Teacher Interviews

We are holding parent/teacher interviews next week - Tuesday 26th August. Please book your interviews
by going to www.schoolinterviews.co.nz and use the code t7dh4. Interviews will be held from 3pm to
6.30pm. This is a great time for you all to see the new classrooms as well!

Cellphones/Headphones
Please remind your child/ren to keep their devices away at all times during the school day. If they are

caught with devices out they will be confiscated. If a student has a device confiscated for a third time
then parents/caregivers will need to collect the device from the office.

Writing Club
Every Thursday during second break there will be a writing club, held in E2. Teachers and students will
be there to offer support to those that need it.
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Taita College Health Education Community Consultation Process

We are currently inviting parents and whanau to give feedback on: (1) the Taita College draft Health
Education Delivery Statement (i.e.How Health Education is delivered at Taita College) , and (2) the Taita
College Overview of the Health Education Programme (i.e. What is covered across the various year
levels).
This is part of our community consultation process for Health Education, a requirement we must
complete every two years.
Feedback from the consultation process will be used to either:

e endorse our planned programme, or

e refine our health education programme, where recommendations lie within education policy

expectations.

Your feedback is anonymous, and important to us. The information you need to answer the survey is
provided in the two pages attached.
Page 1 Taita College Draft Health Education Delivery Statement and
Page 2 Taita College Health Education Programme.
The survey asks you to rate your level of agreement with the documents and/or provide comment.
After reading the consultation documents the survey will take approx. 10 minutes. Please access the
survey here.... Taita College Health Education Community Consultation
After community consultation we will then explain the outcome of the consultation process in Term 4. Any
questions can be directed to Stephen Willis, Head of Physical Education & Health,
stephen.willis@taita.school.nz, Ph: 04 567 8728 extn 9 then 617
Thank you for your contribution in helping us design and plan our Health Education programme at Taita
College.

Stratford Exchange

One of the highlights of the Taita College sporting calendar is our annual sports exchange with Stratford
High School. This year certainly lived up to the hype!

With all the construction happening around school currently, Stratford graciously agreed to host us for
the second year running. Two buses packed with some of Taita's most accomplished student-athletes left
for Stratford early on Monday morning and despite the cold southerlies, we were warmly welcomed by
our hosts. Many of our athletes had the unique opportunity to be billeted on farms across central
Taranaki, others stayed on the marae with the heaters going all night!

Monday's sporting action kicked off with a strong showing from the Taita Badminton team who were able
to win 7/8 of their matches.
2/0 Taita.
The girls volleyball game was a one sided affair, with the Taita girls winning in
straight sets. Taita also dominated in the boys game, winning convincingly.
4/0 Taita
A young and spirited home side put
up a very strong first half
performance in the Girls
Basketball, but were eventually
outplayed by a very accomplished
Taita side, lead by Karly-Belle
Mitchell-Pita and Tamzen
Fa'amausili. In the boys match, the
capacity crowd were treated to an intense affair with Stratford
turning the tables from last year eventually getting the better
of Taita, despite excellent performances by outgoing Seniors
Jordon Lightfoot and Ezra Moor.
4/2 Taita.
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Tuesday's action kicked off in the main stadium with early morning Netball clashes between Taita Juniors
Netball vs. Stratford Senior B, then Premier girls vs. Stratford A. Both sides narrowly lost to well drilled
Stratford teams.

4/4

One of the highlights of the exchange was the boys' Football who extended

their season winning streak to 9 wins, coming back from a 4-2 deficit with 10

mins to go, to score three late goals, (two from the boot of Jasky

Cabrera-Carroll) to win 5-2.

5/4 Taita.

Girls Rugby braved freezing conditions to narrowly lose to Stratford despite a

gutsy performance from Taita players who were playing on tired legs.

5/5

The weather then cleared, which drew a large passionate crowd for the final
fixture... the boys Rugby. This did not disappoint! Two Taita converted tries
saw the visitors jump out to a 14 point lead. This was soon reduced to only 1
point difference after Stratford replied with two unconverted tries and a
penalty. With the score locked at 14/13 for most of the second half, a
combination of sustained pressure and individual brilliance saw two late tries
from Ksam Kereti and Junior Faavale to seal the win, and the overall trophy
for Taita College.

Many thanks to our committed coaches and to our Sports-coordinator Debbie Elliot for all the work that
went into making this another exchange to remember.

VIBE

Did you know that we have free medical services at Taita College?

VIBE kindly provides our school with a nurse and nurse practitioner. Our nurse practitioner can prescribe
medication and have it delivered to our school.

Save time and money and have your child/ren seen by VIBE at Taita College. All appointments are free
and confidential.

We are extremely grateful to VIBE for making our students' health a priority!

Chess Club — Players Wanted!
Taita College Chess Club runs after school on a Thursday in the
Knowledge Hub.

We would love to have any chess playing whanau come and join in
some games with our akonga. The club runs between 3.30 — 4.30 pm
on Thursdays during term time.

Please contact Linda in the Knowledge Hub if you would be available to
come in at any stage.

Board of Trustees

Voting for 5 Parent Representatives for the Board of Trustees will close at 4pm on Wednesday 3rd
September.

Voting papers have been mailed out to all eligible voters. Please return your voting papers to the main
office at Taita College.

"Pride through Success < Honour through Service”



School Policies

Please find below the following school policies that are up for review this term. To place a review on
these policies please go to www.schooldocs.co.nz and enter the username: taita and password:
taitacollege

Child Protection Board Review
Abuse Recognition and Reporting Board Review
Safety Checking Board Review
Food and Nutrition

Police Vetting

Missing Student Procedure

Reminders

Blazers are a compulsory uniform item. Please make sure that your child brings their blazer to
school everyday in Term 3. Blazers can be purchased from NZ Uniforms, located in Petone.
Students are not allowed to leave the school grounds at all during the day. We have had quite a
few students leaving the school to get takeaway food. This creates a safety issue. Shops have
been informed to not sell items to students, during school hours.

Upcoming Dates

26th August Parent/Teacher interviews
19th September Last day of Term 3 - school finishes at 1.35pm

Year 12/13 Ball at Boulcott Farm 7pm - 11pm

6th October First day of Term 4

23rd October Senior Prize Giving - Walter Nash at 11am
23rd October Last day for Senior students

27th October Labour Day (School Closed)

10th December Last day for Junior students

Regards

Taita College
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Ministry of Education G New Zealand Government

Proposed changes

to NCEA: what you
need to know as
parents and caregivers

Evidence shows us that the National Certificate of Educational
Achievement (NCEA) isn’t working as well as it could for students,
families, teachers, and employers. It’s more confusing and less
reliable than it needs to be, so we’re proposing changes to give
New Zealanders confidence in our national qualifications.




We want to make sure
that the qualifications
students leave school
with set them up well
for what comes next -

whether that be work,
training, or study.

Learn more about the proposed
changes below, and remember to
let us know what you think.

Why we need to make changes

NCEA was introduced in 2002 as a flexible and standards-based national senior
secondary qualification. It offered a wider range of assessment opportunities,
including for students looking for future work in vocational pathways like trades,
hospitality, and tourism. The changes were designed to have a positive impact on
students, but recent national and international evidence show us that the current
system is far from perfect:

» The quality of a student’s education is too inconsistent. Schools and kura are
able to decide which NCEA standards they offer, meaning students can miss out
on important learning that keeps them in school, engaged, and prepared for life
after school.

» International data shows that young adults in New Zealand have below
average literacy and numeracy achievement despite many of them having an
NCEA qualification - suggesting that it doesn’t accurately represent students’
understanding of those foundational skills.

» Less than a third of employers believe that NCEA works well, meaning the
qualification is not as useful as it needs to be for students looking to transition
into future work, training, or studly.

The changes we’re proposing will help us build a more reliable
qualification pathway that incentivises important learning and sets
your children up for success in their lives beyond school.
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The proposed changes

KEY

2_'/’ What we want to change

Y How it will help

Working with industry to integrate vocational education and

training (VET) subjects into the senior secondary qualification

Designing subjects with industry experts

< W

At the moment, NCEA assessments don’t always do a good job of setting up
students for a successful future working in vocational pathways. By designing
consistent programmes of learning and high-quality assessments for those
pathways, led by Industry Skills Boards, we can be sure that they align with the
relevant knowledge and skills needed in those industries.

That means:
» students will be learning industry-critical skills, making their transition
into vocational pathways easier

» more meaningful pathways exist to keep students engaged in their
learning and in school longer

» employers can trust that students are well-prepared for a career in those
industries

» skills standards will align with tertiary qualifications giving students better
pathways into work based training or further tertiary study.

Introducing a new Foundational Award and national senior

secondary qualifications for Years 12 and 13

2 Removing NCEA Level 1

L4 Taking away NCEA Level 1 means that Year 11 students have another full year
of study, making it more likely that they will be successful in Years 12 and 13. This
would also bring us in line with other countries we compare ourselves to, who
have fewer years of high-stakes assessment.

2 Replacing NCEA Levels 2 and 3 with new qualifications

v

With all of the ways we want to strengthen the current qualifications system,
it makes sense to replace it with two new qualifications reflecting all the
improvements that come with change. The New Zealand Certificate of
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Education for Year 12, and the New Zealand Advanced Certificate of Education
for Year 13, would give your children the opportunity to leave school with more
credible qualifications, based on an internationally comparable, consistent
national curriculum.

Students will also be able to do one qualification over multiple years and Year
13 assessments can count towards the Year 12 qualification.

(2

Adding a new award that specifically assesses students’ foundational
literacy, numeracy, te reo matatini, and pangarau skills

|

It’s critical that students leave school with strong literacy and numeracy skills (for
those learning in English) and te reo matatini and pdngarau (for those learning
through te reo Mdori). The new Foundational Award would more reliably assess
those skills at the right level, meaning employers will have a true picture of students’
abilities.

The Foundational Award would be a standalone award that builds on the current
Co-requisite assessments that students currently sit as a part of NCEA.

|

We know its important for your children to experience progress and success at
school, that is why we are proposing to elevate the literacy and numeracy
Co-requisite to be a Foundational Award at Year 11.

Shifting focus to a structured subject approach and introducing

required subjects in the curriculum

2 Increasing consistency with a focus on subjects (instead of individual
standards).
v Under NCEA, students can put credits from a mix of unrelated standards

towards their qualification. That inconsistency leads to credit ‘gaming’ and
makes it hard to understand students’ knowledge and skills based on their
qualification. We’'ve heard from parents that they find this system hard to
understand, and that you don’t always know the best way to help

your children.

Arranging important learning into specific subject areas would mean:

» your children leave with qualifications that are clear about what they know
and can do

» students and teachers are incentivised to think about what subjects matter
most for their plans after school

» deep and consistent learning happens in each subject area to better prepare
students for future study and work.
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Simplifying the grading system

< W

We have heard from parents and caregivers that it can be hard to understand
how your children are doing under the current system. With specific, clear
marks out of 100 for each subject and grades from A-E, it will be easier to see
how they’re going and help them reach their goals.

2 Introducing required subjects at Year 11

v We are proposing to require English and Maths or Te Reo Matatini and
Pangarau at Year 11. This will help ensure students have good literacy and
numeracy and set them up for success at Year 12.

' Making sure that your children are spending time on their literacy and numeracy

or te reo matatini and pdngarau skills, means you can be confident that they’re
leaving school with the foundational knowledge they need to be successful.

Strengthening the achievement requirements

2_',) Requiring students to take a minimum of five subjects and pass four of
them to be awarded the new qualifications.
v Moaking sure that students have a strong set of knowledge and skills across

multiple subjects improves the credibility of the qualifications. That makes them
more valuable for your children, because employers can trust that they’re fully
prepared for work, training, or study.
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What this could mean
for your children

These changes are designed to set your children up for success in life and work
after school. A stronger national qualification pathway would mean that your
children will:

» have more reasons to stay engaged with their education and in school longer,
because they’re learning skills and knowledge that they recognise as useful for
their future

» leave school with the skills and knowledge they need to be successful, because
important learning isn’t left to chance

» find it easier to transition into work, training, or study after school, because
employers and tertiary providers can trust that their qualifications accurately
show how prepared they are.

When would the changes come into effect?

The Government is also making national curriculum changes that will
make sure that teaching and learning is consistent across the country
knowledge-rich and internationally comparable. A new national secondary
curriculum is being rolled out starting from 2026.

Teachers and students will have time with the new curriculum before the
new qualification pathway is introduced over 2028-2030. That means
that students who will be Year 9 in 2026 are likely to be using the new
qualification system when they start Year 11 in 2028, beginning with the
new Foundational Award.

Careful phasing gives us the time to make sure schools and kura are
prepared for the changes, so that your children have the support they need
to be successful.
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Get the full picture

You can get a complete understanding of all the
proposed changes in the full discussion document here:

https:/www.education.govt.nz/consultation-ncea

Have your say

As parents and caregivers, it’'s important
for us to hear what you think about the
changes. We’re also looking for feedback
from your children, their teachers, and
their future employers.

Use the QR code or the link below
to have your say before consultation
closes 15 September!

https://www.education.govt.nz/
consultation-ncea
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He mea tarai e matou te matauranga
kia rangatira ai, kia mana taurite ai ona huanga.

We shape an education system that delivers
equitable and excellent outcomes.
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